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Sands® Casino Resort Bethlehem Receives Corporate Social 

Responsibility Award From  

The National Council on Problem Gambling 
 

Council on Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania submitted nomination  
 

 

Bethlehem, PA (June 26, 2009) – During the 23
rd

 National Conference on Problem Gambling in 

Indianapolis, IN today, Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem was presented with this year’s Corporate 

Social Responsibility Award from The National Council on Problem Gambling, an advocacy 

organization based in Washington, DC.  Nominated for this distinguished honor by the Council 

on Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania, Sands Bethlehem was selected for its outstanding 

commitment to social responsibility as it relates to problem gambling.  

 

“Sands Bethlehem started their responsible gaming initiative long before their doors were even 

open and the Council on Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania is grateful for their insight and 

dedication to responsible gaming outreach and education in an effort to lessen gambling 

problems in Bethlehem and statewide,” lauded Jim Pappas, executive director, Council on 

Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania. 

 

“This acknowledgement by the National Council on Problem Gambling is truly an honor and 

confirms that our ‘Play Responsibly’ program is on the right track,” stated Robert J. DeSalvio, 

president of Sands Bethlehem.  “The goal for us at Sands Bethlehem, as well as company-wide, 

is to ensure a safe atmosphere for responsible adults to enjoy the entertainment value of gaming.  

When it goes beyond that, we want to make sure that there are trained individuals that can 

provide proper guidance and care.”   

 



 

Sands Bethlehem has taken a proactive approach to combating problem gambling by 

underwriting a series of workshops and seminars for both the professional community and the 

public.  At these events, trainers from the Council on Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania 

provided valuable information on how to better handle and treat a gambling addiction.   

Additionally, advanced training sessions allowed clinicians to pursue national certification and to 

become state approved providers of care for problem gamblers and their families.  Over 1,100 

people attended a total of 17 days of training.  Sands Bethlehem also supported a special training 

and discussion day for local pastors and the faith-based community.   

 

As part of Sands Bethlehem’s “Play Responsibly” program, all team members undergo training.  

They are trained to understand some of the warning signs of a problem gambler and where to 

direct a guest if help is needed.   This includes directing guests that ask for help to the materials 

located throughout the property and a help line they can call for further assistance. 

 

Las Vegas Sands Corp., Sands Bethlehem’s parent company, has developed “Play Responsibly,” 

the industry’s most comprehensive and responsible gaming program, developed in partnership 

with the Harvard University Medical School, the Cambridge Health Alliance, and several other 

public health professionals and organizations.  Las Vegas Sands Corp. also looks for local 

resources and partners with organizations in every community in which it operates.  Today, Las 

Vegas Sands Corp. is not only one of the world’s leaders in the hospitality and gaming industry, 

but through its commitment to the wellbeing of its guests, a community leader as well.   

 

### 

 
Statements in this press release, which are not historical facts, are "forward-looking" statements that are made 

pursuant to the Safe Harbor Provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking 

statements involve a number of risks, uncertainties or other factors beyond the Company's control, which may cause 

material differences in actual results, performance or other expectations. These factors include, but are not limited 

to general economic conditions, competition, new ventures, government regulation, legalization of gaming, interest 

rates, future terrorist acts, insurance, and other factors detailed in the reports filed by Las Vegas Sands Corp. with 

the Securities and Exchange Commission 

 

 



About Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem 

Situated on the site of the historic Bethlehem Steel plant in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and located 

approximately 60 minutes from Philadelphia and the northern New Jersey suburbs, and 90 minutes from 

New York City, Sands Bethlehem debuted with 3,000 state-of-the-art slot machines and a new signature 

restaurant from celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse. In addition to Emeril's Chop House, the resort features an 

authentic Irish pub, a 24-hour Cafe, and the varied offerings and cuisines of The Market Gourmet 

Express. It is also home to the Molten lounge, which features live entertainment seven days a week. 

 

Sands Bethlehem will open an additional 2,000 slot machines in late November. The development also 

consists of plans for a 300-room hotel, 200,000 square feet of shopping space for popular retailers and 

designers, and nearly 50,000 square feet of flexible multi-purpose space, which will allow the property to 

accommodate meetings, conventions, and a variety of special events. 
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